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CALIFORNIA LEGISLATURE—2009—10 REGULAR SESSION

ASSEMBLY BILL No. 1741

Introduced by Assembly Member Coto

February 8, 2010

An act-te-amend-Sections-47605-and-47607-of-and to add Chapter
4.5 (commencing with Section 415) to Part 1 of Division 1 of Title 1
of; the Education Code, relating to-seheotdistricts public schools.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL’S DIGEST

AB 1741, as amended, Coto. Sehoeldistricts—Low-performing
schools: I_En_glish Iearners._
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(1) Existing law requires the governing board of a school district,
county superintendent of schools, or the governing body of a charter
school or its equivalent to implement one of 4 specified intervention
options for schools identified by the Superintendent of Public Instruction
as persistently lowest-achieving, as specified. Existing law establishes
the Immediate Intervention/Underperforming Schools Program, which
is a voluntary program in which underperforming schools may
participate for the purpose of improving pupil achievement.

This bill would require that if a school district or charter school
authorizer intervenes to turn around a persistently lowest-achieving
school, including a charter school, as specified, or if a school, including
a charter school, is eligible to be included in the Immediate
Intervention/Underperforming Schools Program, and that school has
pupils who are English learners, the school district or authorizer take
certain actions relating to the provision of services for English learners.
The bill also would include a legislative finding and declaration that
a school may already have satisfied the requirements specified in the
bill by completing and obtaining approval of a school plan, as specified,
for purposes of allocating economic impact aid funds. Because the bill
would increase the duties of school districts, it would impose a
state-mandated local program.

(2) The California Constitution requires the state to reimburse local
agencies and school districts for certain costs mandated by the state.
Statutory provisions establish procedures for making that reimbursement.

This bill would provide that, if the Commission on State Mandates
determines that the bill contains costs mandated by the state,
reimbursement for those costs shall be made pursuant to these statutory
provisions.

Vote: majority. Appropriation: no. Fiscal committee: yes.
State-mandated local program: yes.
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The people of the State of California do enact as follows:

SECTION 1. The Legislature finds and declares that Senate
Bill 1, enacted as Chapter 2 of the Fifth Extraordinary Session of
the Statutes of 2010, requires the local educational agency of a
school identified as a persistently lowest achieving school to
implement one of four intervention models specified under federal
provisions for purposes of implementing the federal Race to the
Top program. Pursuant to one of those intervention models, the
restart model, a local educational agency would convert a school,
or close and reopen a school, under a charter school operator, a
charter management organization, or an education management
organization.

SEC. 2. Chapter 4.5 (commencing with Section 415) is added
to Part 1 of Division 1 of Title 1 of the Education Code, to read:

CHAPTER 4.5. ASSISTING ENGLISH LEARNERS IN
Low-PERFORMING SCHOOLS

415. (a) If a school district or charter school authorizer
intervenes to turn around a persistently lowest-achieving school,
including a charter school, pursuant to Section 53202, or if a
school, including a charter school, is eligible to be included in the
Immediate Intervention/Underperforming Schools Program
pursuant to Article 3 (commencing with Section 52053) of Chapter
6.1 of Part 28 of Division 4 of Title 2, and that school has pupils
who are English learners, the school district or charter school
authorizer shall ensure all of the following:

(1) The school shall provide programs and core courses to meet
the academicHanguage - and-cuttaralneeds-efEnglishdearrers and
language needs of English learners and shall be responsive to
cultural differences that may affect a pupil’s capacity to succeed
academically.

(b}

(2) Teachers who are teaching English learners shall be qualified
to teach English learners.

te}
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(3) The school shall take action in reaching out to parents and
assisting them in being involved in the school and in participating
fully as partners in the pupil’s education.

(b) The Legislature finds and declares that a school may already
have satisfied the requirements specified in paragraphs (1) to (3),
inclusive, of subdivision (a) by completing and obtaining approval
of a school plan pursuant to subdivision (b) of Section 54004.1
for purposes of allocating economic impact aid funds.
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SECS5:

SEC. 2. If the Commission on State Mandates determines that
this act contains costs mandated by the state, reimbursement to
local agencies and school districts for those costs shall be made
pursuant to Part 7 (commencing with Section 17500) of Division
4 of Title 2 of the Government Code.
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